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DAY 4x0 EVENING COURSES 


AT THE 


COLLEGE OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 


OF 


BOSTON UNIVERSITY 


Are helping hundreds of ambitious business men and women to get ahead 
faster and will enable them to go farther in their line of work. The 
college supplements the actual business experience of its students with 
PRACTICAL INSTRUCTION that might be acquired otherwise only 
after many years in business. It helps the young business man just as 
the law school helps the young lawyer to profit more quickly by his sub- 
sequent experience. 

Graduates of approved high schools and mature students with busi- 
ness experience may enroll without examination. College graduates are 
admitted to advanced standing. Tuition charges are not excessive and 
are in proportion to the number of hours of instruction. 


COURSES IN 
Accounting Insurance 
Advertising Journalism 
Banking Library Administration 
Business English Mathematics 
Business Method Natural Science 
Commercial Law Portuguese 
Economics Psychology 
Finance — Russian 
Foreign and Domestic Commerce Salesmanship 
French Secretarial Administration 
German Spanish 
Geography and History Transportation 


Over 1,400 students, resident faculty of 25, over 100 special lecturers. 
Tuition in the Day Division is $150 per year and in the Evening 
i} Division courses are from $15 to $30 yearly. The average charge for 
students in this division is $85. 

For special information regarding courses, catalogue, etc., address 


EVERETT W. LORD, Dean 
525 BOYLSTON STREET, BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 
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Minutes of the Special Libraries Association 


Louisville, Kentucky, June 25 and 26, 1917. 


FIRST SESSION 


June 25, 1917, A.M. 


The ninth annual meeting of the Special 
Libraries Association was called to order by the 
President, Dr. C. C. Williamson, on the tenth 
floor of the Seelbach, at 9.30 A.M. 

“The so-called librarian’s real province’ by 
Matthew Brush, President of the Boston Ele- 
vated Railway was read by Mr. Lee of Boston. 

Dr. Paul H. Nystrom of the International 
Magazine Company presented an unusual con- 
tribution of special library literature in his 
address ‘“The business library as an investment.” 

Then followed the presidential address by 
Dr. Williamson, printed in this issue of SpEciAL 
LIBRARIES. 


Mr. J. E. Fitzgerald, chief of the editorial 
division of the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic 
Commerce spoke of “A government system of 
filing commercial information. 

Mr. E. E. Judd, also of the Bureau of Foreign 
and “anhalt Commerce, called attention to 
the exhibits of interest to manufacturers who 
engage in export trade. 


SECOND SESSION 


June 26, 1917, A.M. 


The president called the meeting to order in 
the Red Room of the Seelbach. The general 
topic for discussion was “Qualities and training 
necessary for business librarians.” 

The first paper on ‘Library school courses as 
training for business librarians’ was read by 
Miss Josephine A. Rathbone, Vice-Director of 
the Pratt Institute School of Library Science. 

Mr. Ralph L. Power of the College of Busi- 
ness Administration of Boston University was 
the next speaker who took as his subject “Busi- 
ness education for business librarians. 


Mrs. Cora Hinkins Farrar, House Librarian 
of Sears and Roebuck, spoke of “The personal 
qualifications of the business librarian. 


A discussion was then opened Jed by Miss 


Ethel M. Johnson, librarian of the Women’s 
Educational and Industrial Union, Boston. 


THIRD SESSION 
June 26, 1917, P.M. 


The third session was called to order in the 
Seelbach Red Room by President Williamson, 
the general topic of the meeting being ‘‘Relation 
of the special business library to the public 
library.”’ 

The first speaker was Miss A. R. Hasse, chief 
of the economics division New York Public 
Library. Miss Hasse spoke about ‘Public 
versus special libraries.” 

‘“Whata publiclibrary cannot do for the business 
man’’ a paper by Florence Spencer of the Nation- 
al City Bank was read by Miss Ada McCormick, 
Cleveland, municipal reference librarian. 


Mr. G. W. Lee, Stone and Webster librarian, 
Boston, was the last speaker on the program 
with “Oneness in library work’”’ as his subject. 


FOURTH SESSION 
June 25, 1917, P.M. 


The fourth session announced as a business 
meeting, time to be announced, was held be- 
tween the first and second sessions. It is to be 
regretted that those who arranged the program 
time of the Special Libraries Meetings (and 
they were not members of the Association) 
did not have the foresight or broadness of mind 
to avoid confliction of Special Library Sessions 
and Section Meetings to a lesser degree. Some 
confliction is necessary but not to the extent of 
the Louisville meeting. 

This meeting in the Red Room was called to 
order by Dr. Williamson. The names of officers 
elected upon motion of the nominating com- 
mittee are given in this issue. Editorial staff 
as announced in this number were elected at the 
Executive Committee meeting in New York on 
July 28. The report of the Secretary-treasurer 
was postponed until the auditing of books at 
a later date, 
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Presidential Address of Dr. C. C. Williamson 


Louisville, Kentucky, June 25, 1917 ' 


The Special Libraries Association has begun 
this morning its Ninth Annual Conference. In an- 
other year we shall be celebrating our tenth anni- 
versary. The mere fact that the Association 
will have rounded out an even decade of 
existence inevitably suggests a review of what 
has been accomplished and a serious considera- 
tion of the future usefulness of the Association. 
Too many associations long outlive their use- 
fulness. After accomplishing some definite and 
worth while object, they linger on because that 
is the line of least resistance. I take it that the 
original object of the Special Libraries Asso- 
ciation was to emphasize the essential differences 
between special and general libraries, to estab- 
lish a definite status for this new type of l- 
brary, and generally, in the language of its con- 
stitution “to promote the interests of the com- 
mercial, industrial, technical, civic, municipal 
and legislative reference libraries, the special 
departments of public libraries, universities, 
welfare associations and business organizations.” 

As your President for the larger part of the 
past year, I have endeavored in such ways as 
were open to me to promote the interests of 
these libraries. Simple honesty compels me to 
admit, however, that it is difficult to point to 
definite results achieved. Perhaps the mere 
fact that such an association exists may have 
been of some value. 

Reports from various Dictrict Members will 
be presented at the business session. These 
reports will show a gratifying progress in some 
localities and complete lack of activity in others. 
A successful conference of the New England 
special librarians was held in New Haven last 
December, when steps were taken to form a 
local organization similar to that which has been 
in existence in New York for the past two years. 
The New York Special Libraries Association 
now has a membership of about one hundred 
dues-paying members, or about twice as many 
individual memberships as this Association it- 
self has. Some 300 of our 350 members appear 
to be libraries, business concerns, and other 
institutions, which, of course, furnish financial 
support, but in most instances add nothing to 
the personal resources of our organization. The 
New York Association holds four regular meet- 
ings a year, which have been very well attended. 
The programs of informal discussion of topics 
of special interest to certain distinct groups of 
libraries have usually been accompanied by 
exhibits of the special methods and activities 
of the libraries in such groups. These exhibits 
are now on file in a central location where they 
are frequently consulted by those who are 
organizing new libraries and by persons fitting 
themselves for special library work. 

Our New York Association has a Committee 
on Employment which has printed a carefully 
devised registration blank for persons who wish 
to take up special library work or are willing 
to make a change. These registrations are on 


file with the Chairman of the Committee and 
are frequently consulted by employers. Com- 
mittees are also at work on a union list of serials 
in the financial district and on a duplicate 
exchange system. 

I wish it were possible to present a list of the 
special libraries organized during the past year. 
A few of them have been reported in SpEcraAL 
Lipraries but many more failed to receive 
mention. One of the most significant of the new 
business libraries is that started in February 
by the United States Rubber Company. This 
company having decided to establish a research 
and general business library proceeded upon the 
correct theory that the most important thing, 
if not the only really important thing, is to get 
the right kind of a librarian. It is a pleasure to 
record that after a thorough canvass of available 
candidates, Miss Sarah B. Ball, of the Newark 
Business Branch, was chosen. Since the middle 
of February, Miss Ball has been engaged in the 
inspiring task of producing a library from the 
beginning, unhampered by a mass of dead 
material and inherited methods and traditions. 
You will presently hear from the library of the 
United. States Rubber Company. 

A noteworthy event in the special library 
world was the appointment of a Committee on 


Libraries of the American Electric Railway 
Association. Of this Committee Mr. L. A. 
Armistead, Librarian of the Boston Elevated 


Railway, is Chairman. A clearing house of 
material of special interest to electric railways 
has been organized. Two copies of all publi- 
cations issued by each company or by its at- 
torneys are to be forwarded to the secretary 
and each member is compiling for the Com- 
mittee a list of pamphlets, articles, reports, etc., 
having to do with his own company. Very few 
electric railway concerns have as yet established 
libraries of their own, but this action on the 
part of the Association will most likely lead in a 
short time to a library department in all large 
companies. 

Our program for today and tomorrow con- 
centrates our attention upon the organization 
and problems of business libraries. This con- 
centration upon one class of special libraries 
seems entirely justified, for two reasons. By 
far the larger number of individual members 
are engaged in business library work, and, 
secondly, for some reason the development of 
business libraries has received a tremendous 
impetus during the past year. The reason for 
this increase of interest may be accounted for 
in part by the spread of the gospel of efficiency 
which requires, of course, an efficient information 
service. Undoubtedly, also, the war has had 
much to do with it. Business has been con- 
fronted with new conditions and new problems 
to be solved for which experience and the usual 
sources of information have proved to be in- 
adequate. Business men have been forced to 
study, to investigate, to search for data which 
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can be found, if at all, only in widely scattered 
relatively inaccessible forms of printed matter. 
The need for a specialist in the collecting and 
handling of this literature has created an un- 
usual demand for business librarians. This 
condition will continue for an indefinite period 
and I confidently anticipate that the number of 
special libraries will increase more rapidly than 
ever in the next few years. 

Any comprehensive review of the events of 
the year in the special library world should not 
fail to mention the inauguration of so important 
a publication as the Business Digest, a weekly 
cumulative review and summary of a wide 
range of information which will be of great 
assistance to librarians and also, of course, to 
business men who are without a library service. 
I believe business librarians will also agree with 
me that a noteworthy event was the publication 
of a “business library’? number of the Library 
Journal. I will confess that as I read that 
excellent issue, I felt some disappointment that 
this Association had not been sufficiently alive to 
business library interests to have published this 
material in its own official organ rather than to 
have left it to a general library publication. 

Two regular activities and two only are 
sarried on by this Association, namely, the hold- 
ing of the Annual Conference in conjunction 
with the A. L. A. and the publication of the 
official organ entitled SpEciAL LIBRARIES. 

The holding of some kind of an annual con- 
vention seems to be essential to the existence 
of any organization of this character. I have 
noted with some surprise that leading members 
of the Association question the advisability of 
holding the annual meeting at the same time 
and place as the A. L. A. In arranging this 
year’s meeting, a majority of the Executive 
Board considered it advisable, however, for one 
reason or another, to continue for the present 
the custom of meeting with the parent asso- 
ciation. But there seems to be a feeling that 
we ought to break away and assert complete 
independence as soon as possible. How wide- 
spread that feeling is I do not know, nor are the 
advantages to be gained by such a course at all 
clear to me. I refer to the matter here in order 
that members may be thinking about it and 
be prepared to express their views later. It 
may be remarked in passing that at least one 
of our most active and influential members 
wishes to see a separate organization given up 
entirely, our interests being merged once more 
with the A. L. A. 

_ A number of suggestions have been made for 
improving, or at all events for changing, the 
character of our monthly journal, SprcraL 
Lipraries. I believe the feeling is fairly gen- 
eral that the journal might be much more vital 
in our everyday work. By far the larger part 
of the individual membership of the Association 
is among business librarians and future growth 
of membership must apparently be looked for 
chiefly in this field. It would, therefore, seem 
desirable that the official organ should in a very 
real sense become the professional journal of 
the business librarians, a medium for the inter- 
change of ideas and a clearing house for a wide 
range of topics in which business and other 
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librarians are interested. In the course of a year 
hundreds of items and articles appear in trade 
and technical papers which would interest 
members of the Association if it were possible to 
reprint them or abstract them in the columns 
of Speciat Lispraries. Special librarians of all 
kinds are also interested in knowing what their 
fellow workers are doing—change of positions, 
new libraries started, important developments 
and personal items of all kinds. More of this 
kind of material would make us all look forward 
eagerly to each month’s issue. 

I record these suggestions with no little hesi- 
tation, for I realize that it is much easier to 
point out what is desirable than it is to do it. 
Under present conditions the work of editing 
the journal is largely a labor of love and anyone 
who is competent to fill the position of editor is 
already fully occupied with other imperative 
duties. It would seem, however, that the work 
might be so distributed among the membership 
of the Association that the burden of each would 
not be great. The present Editor has valiantly 
shouldered the entire responsibility. I venture 
to suggest that every member who has ideas as 
to ways in which he would like to see the journal 
developed should be prepared to make them 
known to the Executive Board. If it were pos- 
sible to select an Executive Board with sufficient 
respect for geographical considerations to make 
possible a conference at least five or six times a 
year, I feel confident the results would be very 
gratifying to all concerned. It is not by any 
means an easy matter to secure the kind of co- 
operation I have in mind. The bulk of the work 
will fall in any case upon a few individuals but 
everyone should be given a chance to contri- 
bute his “bit.” 

After I was elected by the Executive Com- 
mittee to fill the vacancy caused by the in- 
ability of Mr. Morton, to serve as President, | 
conceived the idea of finding out what the con- 
stitution provides in regard to the organization 
and management of the Association, our finan- 
cial status, and what committees are in exis- 
tence and supposed to be at work. 

Beginning on the constitution, after con- 
siderable search I found in one of the early 
issues of SpeciAL Lipraries what I supposed to 
be the original document. Not having access 
to all minutes since it was adopted, I wrote to 
the Secretary for an up-to-date constitution 
containing all amendments. As I never heard 
from him, I infer that he is no better off than 
Iam. I recommend, therefore, that the officers 
to be elected this year should make an effort 
to codify past legislation and constitutional 
amendments and have the result printed in 
SpeciAL Lipraries. I am sure it would be of 
use to the officers and might also be of interest 
to the membership at large. 

The original constitution which I dug up 
seemed to provide seven standing committees 
and in addition to these seven I happened to 
have heard of others. Having no other source 
of information, I appealed to the Secretary’s 
office for a list of committees supposed to be in 
existence. To this question no answer was 
received so that I again inferred that the Secre- 
tary is as much in the dark as the President. 
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I recommend, therefore, that the constitution 
be amended to provide that the life of all com- 
mittees shall terminate at the close of the annual 
meeting, unless they are specifically reappointed. 
Committees whose work is not finished and 
which show a disposition to be active can, and, 
of course, will be reappointed. Personally, I 
do not believe that the Association can take 
efficient action in any direction when loaded 
down by numerous committees that are doing 
nothing and do not know themselves whether 
they are dead or alive. 

In the matter of finances I assumed from some 
knowledge of the usual practice in organizations 
that the Executive Board would have some re- 
sponsibility in the matter of incurring financial 
obligations and expending the funds of the 
Association. It seems that in this respect too, 
I have taken my duties too seriously. The only 
information I have been able to secure from the 
Secretary-treasurer’s office seems to indicate 
that the Association is in the hands of the 
Secretary-treasurer acting as receiver for an 
insolvent concern and hoping to show a small 
surplus at the end of the year. 

Believing, as I do, that no organization can 
thrive without full publicity with regard to its 
affairs and without following what all ex- 
perience shows to be sound business methods, I 


The annual report of the Public Libraries 
Committee of Nottingham, England, states 
that during the past year a feature has been 
made of books to assist mereantile and manu- 
facturing interests in capturing German trade. 
Works have been collected dealing specifically 
with after war commerce and _ industries— 
textiles, glass, leather, paper, dyeing, chemicals, 
industrial science, metal trades and so forth. 


A large increase in funds enables the Chicago 
Public Library to greatly increase its activities. 
It is planned to absorb the Municipal Reference 
Library as part of the Public Library in the 
City Hall. There will be a down town business 
library specializing in the industrial and com- 
mercial pursuits of the city. Bulletins, a business 


men’s information broadside and various lists 
will be issued. 
The New York University Press has _re- 


cently issued a booklet of 24 pages, called Select 
Business Books. While the list is not exhaustive 
it may be termed a catalogue of the best books 
on business. Books used in the classes of the 


School of Commerce of the University are 
starred. 
The Industrial Management Council of 


Rochester has established a library to specialize 
on labor relations, fire and accident prevention, 
etc. Mr. Lewis B. Ermerling is director of the 
council and Miss G. D. Aikenhead, librarian. 


The Council of National Defense through its 
woman’s committee is establishing a library of 
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recommend that the officers to be elected this 
year proceed at once to formulate some standard 
practice and then follow it. I am confident 
there is a large field of usefulness for this Asso- 
ciation if a way can be found to utilize the 
personal resources of its membership more 
fully. It seems to me not unreasonable to as- 
sume that a group of at least one hundred per- 
sons can be made up who are both able and 
willing to share the burden of responsibilities 
for carrying on the proper activities of the 
Association without thought of compensation. 
No one understands better than special and 
business librarians the importance of prompt 
attention to business affairs and the necessity 
of co-operation and team work. No _ useful 
activity can be carried on by an association 
whose members are content to sit back and 
allow one or two members to do everything, 
particularly when those willing persons are 
already too much engrossed with other matters 
to give their personal attention. 

Let me in closing express the earnest hope 
that nothing I have said by way of criticism or 
suggestion shall be misinterpreted. I have 
simply felt it to be my duty to point out in a 
purely impersonal way some conditions which 
seem to me to call for serious consideration by 
our entire membership. 


material relating to women and children of the 
world in war, women in industry, child labor 
superimposed by war conditions, etc. Miss 
Ida M. Tarbell, a committee member, is in 
charge. 

The Publishers’ Weekly for July 14 contains 
an excellent article on business books. It gives 
a brief résumé of ‘‘business in print” since 1900, 
a few words about business libraries, very inter- 
esting accounts of business book publishers, and 
a list of upwards of a hundred business books. 


“The Business Man’s Library”’ is the title of an 
annotated 31-page list of business books published 
by the Brooklyn Public Library. The titles are 
arranged by subdivisions of the general term 
business and as will readily be seen, it is evident 
that the list is composed of ‘representative titles 
selected from the collection of business books in 
the Brooklyn Public Library.” 


The National Security League, 31 Pine Street, 
New York, has issued ‘English-French handbook 
for use of U. S. soldiers.” The pamphlet fits 
the pocket and may be obtained in lots of one 
hundred at forty cents the set. 


“Information concerning the making and 
distribution of pictures that show the activities 
of the Army and Navy” is a pamphlet containing 
material for those who publish or distribute 
photographs, motion pictures or drawings. Free 
copies may be otained from the Committee on 
Public Information, Division of Pictures, Wash- 
ington, D. C, 
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ing and blocking hats. New York, 
G. H. Woodrow & Company, [1905]. 
62 p. TS2190. WSS. 


* Not in Library of Congress 


War Service Honor List in Special Libraries* 


Mr. T. V. Barb of the library of the Bureau 
of Railway Economics, and long interested in 
the District of Columbia Militia, after training 
at Fort Myer, has secured his commission as 
second lieutenant of infantry in the Officers’ 
Reserve Corps. 

L. Graham Hughes, formerly connected with 
the library of the Bureau of Railway Economics, 
after training at Plattsburg, has been commis- 
sioned second lieutenant of artillery in the regular 
army and has been ordered to Syracuse, N.Y. 

Mr. B. 8S. Johnson, formerly assistant in the 

* Items for this section should be received at the Edi- 


torial Office not later than the 25th of the preceding 
month of publication 


library of the College of Business Adminis- 
tration, Boston University, has enlisted in the 
First Corps Cadets—engineers—recently mus- 
tered into Federal Service. 

Mr. Elmer Monroe, formerly with the library 
of the Bureau of Railway Economics but later 
transferred to the Statistical Department of 
that Bureau, is now serving with the Hospital 
Unit of the Engineers’ Railway Corps in France. 
Nine other members of the Statistical Depart- 
ment of the Bureau are now serving with the 
colors in France. 

Mr. S. R. White has left the service of the 
Bureau of Railway Economics Library to enlist 
in the Naval Reserve Corps. 
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JOHN A. LAPP, 


AN APPRECIATION 


Editor* 


BY D. N. HANDY, LIBRARIAN 
INSURANCE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION, 
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS. 


If one were asked to summarize in a para- 
graph what Mr. Lapp had achieved as Editor of 
SpeciaL Lipraries he might not find it easy to 
do so. Special Libraries and the movement for 
which it stands seem a simple matter. So simple, 
in fact, that they scarcely merit dignifying by 
the term achievement. 

Yet to us who have followed the Special 
Libraries movement from its inception it is 
clear that it represents something fundamental, 
almost entirely new and essentially creative. 
Whether viewed as an extension of activities 
already forecasted by the American Library 
Association, or as an “execution of plans. con- 
ceived wholly by special librarians or by public 
librarians with special library leanings, the fact 
remains that Special Libraries Association has 
brought the library to government, business, 
commerce and all the useful arts as it had never 
been brought before. Viewed in this light there 
has been abundant achievement—and to none 
was it given to have a larger share in it than to the 
editor of SpeciaL Lipkaries. 

_ Special Libraries Association was organized 
in 1909. In January, 1910, it issued the first 
number of its official publication. In February 
of the same year, the Executive Committee 
voted to put the publication in the hands of a 
Managing Editor, choosing Mr. Lapp for the 


*This was written by Mr. Handy on request and we 
are glad to have it appear in SpectaL LipRaRIEs. 
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position. In March, 1910, the first number 


under Lapp’s management was issued. For 
more than seven years the editorial control con- 
tinued unchanged. Thus Mr. Lapp’s period 
of service as editor of its official publication 
coincides almost exactly with the period of the 
Association’s existence: 

One must go back to the condition which then 
obtained to appreciate what has been accom- 
plished since. The Association had not formed 
itself. Comparatively few special libraries 
existed. Many of them were styled information 
departments. In technique they resembled 
the office rather than the library. There was 
on the part of business houses a distrust of 
librarians and library methods and Mr. Lapp 
himself was attached to a state library. His 
interest was in the field of state legislation. 
But state legislation was concerning itself in- 
creasingly with economic and commercial sub- 
jects. Even in this field there was a feeling that 
public library service had fallen short of effi- 
ciency. 

The ties uniting special librarians at the out- 
set were largely negative. They were dis- 
satisfied with the A. L. A., but it must be ad- 
mitted that they had little that was constructive 
to offer in its place. There was a noticeable 
lack of libraries that were essentially “special.’’ 
It was quite the thing to ask “What is a special 
library?” And even more patronizing was the 
query ‘Where are your special libraries?” 

Mr. Lapp’s first task was to create esprit-de- 
corps. Special libraries must understand them- 
selves and their work. In place of the prevalent 
hesitancy and confusion must come clear views 
ahead, conviction and courage. To this task 
he brought his own convictions, confidence and 
enthusiasm. He brought valuable associations 
and the prestige of an honored position at the 
capitol of a great state. These he placed un- 
reservedly at the Association’s service. 

Lapp’s conception of a special library was a 
place where information is mobilized. By this 
he meant assembled for instant service. The 
special library consisted in a librarian—him- 
self an expert in his subject—and in materials 
of his collecting. Both were at the service of 
the information seeker. In the foreground of 
this conception was specific service. Not a 
service remote, diffused or general—but con- 
crete. Such a library did not wait for pub- 
lisher’s book lists: it could not wait even for an 
inquiry. It must continually scan its own 
field, forecasting areas of intensive interest. 
These it must cultivate, utilizing every promis- 
ing source of supply in assembling information 
against the time when each cultivated ares 
would become a harvesting ground for the in- 
quirer. This inquirer might be a legislator with 
a bill in Congress to favor or oppose, a business 
executive with a problem of administration to 
be decided by experience, or a technical expert 
charged with formulating advice based on ade- 
quate data—but whoever he might be, he would 
be pressed for time, impatient of delay, eager 
for tangible results and thoroughly appreciative 
of intelligent service. 

Such a library must make its opportunities. 
It must initiate means of impressing its value 
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on those who used it. It might not rest content 
with a mere negative utility. Always and every- 
where its points of contact with those who sup- 
ported it were so specifically helpful, valuable and 
vital. 

It was this conception of a special library 
that Lapp, through editorials and through 
articles contributed by others, hammered into 
his readers issue after issue. Presently one no 
longer needed to ask, “What is a special lib- 
rary?” It was sufficiently apparent. More- 
over the distinction between the special and the 
general library was seen to be real. Each had 
its field. There was no longer any question 
among discerning librarians of public libraries 
rendering the service of special libraries. These 
distinctions were important and were necessary 
as clearing the way for a complete under- 
standing of the scope and object of special 
libraries activity. 

At the same time Lapp was exploring the 
special library field. With the cooperation and 
assistance of officers and members, were de- 
veloped means of discovering and encouraging 
hitherto unknown libraries. In the larger cities 
special librarians were made acquainted with 
one another. They came together in confer- 
ences. Through the official organ, Lapp made 
much of these conferences. He printed their 
proceedings. These revealed to special lib- 
rarians themselves a multitude of unsuspected 
applications of the special library idea. Here 
was found an information department around 
which centered the research work of a chemical 
laboratory, there one which mobilized data for 
an engineering corporation. One supplemented 
the activities of a governmental department. 
Another formed the dynamic center of the wel- 
fare work of great department store. Special 
libraries were seen to be the nucleii of vastly 
practical vocational training systems; and in 
all cases the confident ally of business, com- 
merce and industry as well as of the professions. 

Then followed descriptions of these libraries. 
Each descriptive account which Lapp printed 
brought others. Presently special librarians 
themselves were astonished at the scope and 
variety of special library service. Bankers, 
engineers, chemists, railroad operators, finan- 
ciers, telephone and telegraph operators, in- 
surance men, miners, governmental depart- 
ments, boards and bureaus were found to be 
developing special collections in charge of 
special librarians. 

Comparison of methods suggested the need 
of a better technique. Many things were done 


News 


The Interstate Commerce Commission Lib- 
rary has moved with the Commission into its 
new building at 18th Street and Pennsylvania 
Avenue, Washington, where it has much larger 
and more commodious quarters than it has en- 
joyed since its beginning. The Librarian, Mr. 
L. S. Boyd, is installing a complete dictionary 
catalogue, the work of the library being hitherto 
dependent on his remarkable personal knowl- 
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tolerably well. They ought to be done better. 
Interchange of methods, through Spectra, 
Lipraries lead undoubtedly to great improve- 
ments. Special librarians who had remained 
apart now gladly exchanged views. 

From these things it was but a step to exten- 
sive and practical co-operation. How to help 
one another became a favorite topic of conver- 
sation. How to correlate their activities be- 
came a problem to be attacked. ‘Co-operative 
information service’? was urged; and while the 
machinery of such a service may remain to be 
installed, interchange of information is now an 
accomplished daily fact. 

Each of these developments had its particular 
and conspicuous proponents, but in his position 
as editor, Lapp was sympathetic and helpful 
to all. To the establishment of the Public 
Affairs Information Service, one of the foremost 
of the co-operative enterprises, he may be said 
to have been the foremost contributor. 

These then are some of the things which have 
been accomplished during the years in which 
Mr. Lapp has served as Managing Editor of 
SpeciaAL Lipraries. He has not done it all. 
Of no one person could this be said. But he 
has done his full share and in more than one 
phase of special library development, his clear 
foresightedness has made him _ preéminently 
the leader. 

There have been some criticisms of SPECIAL 
Liprarkies during his editorship. I daresay, 
Mr. Lapp would be the last to say his work was 
perfect. It may be that the time has come when 
it will be better to edit the publication from 
another vantage point than that of the Legis- 
lative Reference Librarian. Nevertheless, it 
must not be forgotten that special libraries 
represent most diversified interests, and that 
while there is much in common among them, it 
will always require exceptional care to avoid 
unconsciously favoring the interests which lie 
nearest the editor’s daily duties. 

Mr. Lapp has given an ungrudging and an 
unstinted service. He has contributed ma- 
terially and morally to the development of a 
powerful group of library activities. He has 
seen the special library principle extend itself 
into nearly every business and industry. He 
has seen prejudice give way before its claim to 
recognition. He has seen ‘“‘Service’’ written in 
large letters as its watchword. He deserves 
and will receive as he lays aside his editorial 
duties, the appreciation and thanks of a large 
part of those with whom he worked and planned 
for a common end. 


Notes 


edge of the contents of this important col- 
lection. 


“Boston’s Special Libraries” is the title of a 
new book written by Ralph L. Power to be 
published early in October by Prentice-Hall, 
Inc., of New York City. 
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The Library of the Pennsylvania Lines West 
has in preparation, and will shortly print, “A 
Guide to the General Office Library of the Penn- 
sylvania Lines West of Pittsburgh.” Copies 
of this will not be generally available but can 
be obtained by those whose interest is easily 
recognized. The Guide is not a catalogue in 
any sense of the term, but as a check-list, finding- 
list and classified indication of contents ought 
to prove not only of value to the officers of the 
Pennsylvania Lines but also a very serviceable 
indication of the literature of railroad trans- 
portation in the states covered by the Penn- 
sylvania Lines. 


The Executive Board of the Association met 
in New York, July 28. It was voted to publish 
SpecraL Lisraries through a publishing house, 
if satisfactory arrangements could be made. 

The Editor-in-Chief and Associate Editors 
were elected for the period for one year. 


Union Pacific Railroad Company has pub- 
lished a military map of the U. S. A. showing 
where our forces are training, in a folder 18x32 
in., copies of which can be obtained by libra- 
rians from any of the representatives of the 
Union Pacific System. 

Southern Railway System issued a_ wall- 
map 16x27 ins., showing the cantonments, 
camps and training stations in the Southeast. 
The first edition was early exhausted but a new 
edition is in process of preparation and copies 
can be had from the representatives of the 
Southern Railway System. 





The Patriotic Education Society, R. B. Price, 
Director, has established a library at the Wash- 
ington office in charge of Miss E. T. Weeks, at 
806 17th Street, Telephone Maine 9358. 





During the past six months there have been 
two new special libraries organized in Boston. 
The Textile Department of the Merchants’ 
National Bank has established a library re- 
latir : to the textile industry. The department 
is one of service and cooperation for textile and 
allied industries in the United States. Ernest 
L. Little, Secretary of the Department is in 
charge of the library. 


The National Industrial Conference Board, 
an association composed of representatives of 
various industrial associations, has formed a 
library. The librarian is J. H. Friedel and 
material relating to labor will be the primary 
aim of the department. 


The Free Public Library of Philadelphia is 
making a special collection of all the literature 
issued by the railways dealing with the food con- 
servation problem. 


“IT want my salesmanager to equip himself 
with all the tools that the modern world offers, 
that he may be prepared to give facts where 
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statistics are necessary, that he may be able to 
learn of the past and of the present actions of 
other men, and in so doing be able to look into 
the future. ... These tools and equipment 
consist of the learning compiled in books that 
are to be had from the four corners of the earth, 
in modern systems that our business may be 
handled expeditiously, in the thousands of 
other things that the ingenuity of man has 
placed at his brother’s disposal so that a minute 
now is worth an hour of the past.” 


W. A. CapEerton in Printers’ Ink. 


Two new libraries have sprung up in Wash- 
ington in connection with the increased activity 
of the government in war matters: the library 
of the Supply Division of the Ordnance De- 
partment in charge of Miss M. P. Gill, 1330 
F St., and the library of the Food Administration 
in charge of Miss P. A. Dickey, 16th and H Sts. 


The Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company 
has issued a mimeographed List of Standard 
Books on Railroad Traffic Subjects, 6 p. 8°, 
copies of which can be obtained from the office 
of Supervisor of Traffic Statistics, Baltimore, Md. 


List of Portland Cement Association Publi- 
‘ations available August 1, 1917. Mailed free 
upon request. 

Booklet 
Number 

21 Concrete Silos. 

22 Portland Cement Stucco. 
26 Concrete in the Country. 
27 Farmers’ Handbook on 

struction. 
29 Concrete Swimming and Wading Pools. 
30 Concrete Linings for Irrigation Canals. 
31 That Alley of Yours. 
32 Concrete Houses and Why to Build Them. 
33 Fundamentals of Reinforced Concrete 
Design. 

34 Tenth Annual Report of Wayne County 
Commissioners. 

35 How to Maintain Concrete 
Streets. 

36 The Concrete Road (Speech by Edward 
N. Hines). 

37 The Easton-Allentown Road. 


Concrete Con- 


Roads and 


38 Recommended Specifications for Rein- 
forced Concrete Design. 
39 Suggested Specifications for Concrete 


Floors. 
40 Your Streets. 
41 Why Build Fireproof? 
42 Integral Curb for Concrete Pavement. 
43 Cement Stave Silos. 
44 Concrete Tile for Land Drainage. 
45 Protecting Concrete in Warm Weather. 
46 Concrete Grain Bins and Elevators. 
47 Bulk Cement. 
48 Concrete Ships. 


104 Report of Committee on Edison Fire. 
105 Factories and Warehouses of Concrete. 
106 The Concrete House and Its Construction 


(Price $1, postpaid). 
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107 Facts Everyone Should Know About 
Concrete Roads. 

109 Standard Specifications and Tests for 
Portland Cement. 

110 Manual Training Course in Concrete 
(Price 25c, postpaid). 

111 Specifications for Concrete Roads, Streets 
and Alleys with Recommended Practice. 

115 Concreting in Cold Weather. 

117 Simple Forms for Concrete. 

118 Concrete School Houses. 

127. Reprint of Editorial from Duluth News. 

128 Build the Maintenance into the Road. 

129 Tennis Every Day on Concrete Courts. 

131 Equipment for Concrete Road Con- 
struction. 

133 Concrete Septic Tanks. 

134 Concrete Fence Posts. 

135 Small Concrete Garages. 

136 Concrete Facts About Concrete Roads. 

137 Concrete Feeding Floors, Barnyard Pave- 
ments and Concrete Walks. 

138 Specifications for Concrete Pavements 
Between Street Car Tracks. 

139 Milwaukee County Solves the Highway 
Problem. 

140 Proportioning Concrete Mixtures and 
Mixing and Placing Concrete. 

141 Concrete Foundations. 

142 Concrete Troughs, Tanks, Hog Wallows, 
Manure Pits and Cisterns. 

143 Concrete Sewers. 

The following references to bibliographies 
and references have been furnished by the 


library of the U. S. Department of Agriculture: 
Adams, Frank Dawson. Discovery of phosphate 
of lime in the Rocky Mountains, by Frank 
D. Adams, and W. J. Dick, Ottawa, 1915. 
36 p. IX pl, II] maps. 25 em. (At head 
of cover-title: Commission of conservation, 
Canada.) “Leading references on western 
phosphate deposits.”” p. 31. 
Carleton, Mark Alfred. The small grains. 
New York, 1916. 699 p. illus. 19% em. 
(The rural textbook series, ed. by L. H. 


Bailey.) Bibliography: p. 639-685. 
Illinois—University, Urbana. Agricultural 
college extension. Form 29. Feb. 1916. 


Urbana, 1916. Contents:—List of books for 
the farmer’s library. Comp. by the Exten- 
sion Service, College of agriculture. 2d ed. 

Ries, Heinrich. Engineering geology, by Hein- 
rich Ries, and Thomas L. Watson. 2d ed. 
New York, 1915. 722 p. illus., maps. 2314 
em. References at end of chapters. 

Weed, Clarence Moores. Birds in their rela- 
tions to man. By Clarence M. Weed and 
Ned Dearborn. 2d ed., rev. Philadelphia 
and London, 1916. 390 p. front., illus., 
plates. 21 cm. “A partial bibliography of 
the economic relations of North American 
birds.” p. 331-383. 


The Guaranty News for August contains an 
article “Our information clearing house,” de- 
scribing the file work of the Guaranty Trust 
Company, New York City. The same issue 
contains “Libraries of the national capital” 
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which describes in a very brief way some of the 
library facilities of Washington, D. C. 


The Insurance Library Association of Boston 
was established thirty years ago next December. 
The April number of its Bulletin contains a 
short list of reading references on Agency and 
agency organization. 


The Bureau of Education Bulletin, 1917, 
No. 14, by F. E. Woodward, ‘Graphic survey 
of book publication, 1890-1916” contains val- 
uable statistical data regarding the publishing 
of books. 


The War Library Bulletin, first number, 
August, 1917, is issued by the A. L. A., as a 
means of publicity for their national work in 
the field of camp libraries. 


Book Talks for August issued by the Bankers 
Magazine lists about fifteen new books of in- 
terest to banking men. 


The College of Business Administration of 
Boston University is the first institution in the 
country to establish a course especially for the 
training of business librarians. It will begin 
the later part of September and continue 
throughout the school year. The work will be 
in charge of the librarian of the College and 
printed circulars have been distributed. The 
program in full will be printed in an early issue 
of SpeciaL LIBRARIES. 


The Editorial Office of SpecraL LrBRaARIEs re- 
ceived visits during the latter part of August 
from the following people in library work: 
R. H. Johnston, library of the Bureau of Rail- 
way Economics; W. N. Seaver, Municipal 
Reference Library, New York; A. R. Nichols, 
Providence Public Library; K. C. Walker, New 
Jersey Zine Co. Library and Mrs. C. H. Farrar, 
Sears and Roebuck Library. 


Special librarians in New York City will be 
glad to welcome back in their fold Miss M. L. 
Erwin, formerly connected with the Harvey 
Fisk Statistical Library, now building up a 
similar service for the Bankers Trust Company. 


Miss Helen Estey of the Leominster (Mass.) 
Library is now librarian of the Massachusetts 
Bureau of Statistics Library in the State House, 
Boston. 


Miss Karolyne Klager has been appointed 
librarian of the Bureau of Labor Statistics in 
place of Miss M. Alice Matthews, who is now 
librarian of the Institute of Government Re- 
serach in Washington. 


Mr. Kenneth C. Walker, formerly of the New 
Haven Public Library and more recently with 
the Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh has recently 
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been appointed librarian of the New Jersey 
Zine Company, New York City. 


Miss Margaret Locke of the Manchester 
(N. H.) Public Library and formerly librarian 
of Chilmark was appointed September Ist as 
assistant librarian of the College of Business 
Administration Library at Boston University. 


Ralph L. Power, editor of SpecraL Liprarigs, 
has been elected editor of the Alpha Kappa 
Psi Diary. 





Resolutions Passed by War Service Com- 
mittee of Special Libraries 
Association 


1. That the Special Libraries Association 
Committee on War Service plans to cooperate 
closely with the American Library Association 
War Service Committee. 

2. That the work of the Special Libraries 
Association Committee should be supplemental 
to the general work of the American Library 
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Association Committee and reach special classes 
out of the scope of the latter committee. 

3. That the Special Libraries Association 
Committee assist and advise the committee on 
book selection of the American Library Asso- 
ciation with reference to the choice of books on 
technical and specialized subjects and class 
periodicals to be installed in cantonments and 
in camp libraries. 

4. That the Special Libraries Association 
Committee prepare a small descriptive pam- 
phlet or circular calling attention of soldiers to 
the proposed distribution of books on technical 
and specialized subjects, which should be filed 
in the Reading Room or on the Bulletin Board 
of cantonment and camp libraries, and that 
assistants at such libraries be instructed to refer 
inquirers for special or technical literature to the 
committee of the Special Libraries Asseciation, 
who will see that the literature asked for is 


provided. 
THE COMMITTEE, 
Signed: 
D. N. Hanpy, 
C. C. WILLIAMSON, 
R. H. Jounson, Chairman. 





The Portland Cement Association Library is 
a technical library specializing in the use of 
cement in concrete construction. It is for the 
use of member companies of whom there are 
between eighty and ninety, the members of the 
Association office force, and any outsider who is 
interested. 

The library is open during business hours and 
its staff numbers four. The collection consists 
of 6,000 volumes. These include standard texts, 
government documents and miscellaneous pam- 
phlets, various federal and state reports, bound 
and current technical and trade periodicals and 
trade catalogues. The library has no general 
literature and no welfare work is done. It is an 
engineering library and highly specialized. 

One feature of the work is the periodical index. 
This is a subject and author card catalogue. 
The Association subscribes to various indexes 
and does not duplicate such work. There are, 
however, a good many periodicals dealing with 


certain industrial subjects that are not indexed. 
This means that the Cement Association 
Library is able to do better reference work on 
their subject than can the ordinary public 
library. 

This brings up another phase of the work— 
that with other libraries. The library furnishes 
libraries with references on various phases of 
concrete construction. In many cases they send 
clippings as duplicate periodicals are clipped and 
filed by the magazine name and date. The 
Library of Congress publishes cards for most of 
the Association publications and they furnish 
one of these cards for each pamphlet to any 
library that requests them. 

The librarian is Miss Elizabeth H. Cass. 


The Division of Intelligence and Publicity 
of Columbia University is issuing a series of 
pamphlets on the duties of American citizens 
in the present crisis. 


‘CLASSIFIED ‘ADVERTISING 
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OPEN 





LIBRARY ASSISTANT, Salary $50 to $100. 
Open to non-residents of Illinois. Positions to 
be filled at State Library at Springfield and 
University of Illinois Library at Urbana. The 
examination will be unassembled and will cover 
only training and experience. 


LIBRARY CLERK, $40 to $60 a month. 
Open to citizens of Illinois over 19. High 
School graduation and reading knowledge of 
French and German required. 

Examination will be held at various Illinois 
points on October 20. 


For further details and application blanks address 
STATE CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION, Springfield, Illinois. 
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—forty-one Universities use as a class text 


Materials of Corporation Finance 


By 
CHARLES W. GERSTENBERG, Ph.B., J.D., 


Director of the Finance Department, New York University, 
School of Commerce, Accounts and Finance. 


This volume represents the work of the author over a 
period of many years in compiling financial reports, docu- 
ments, reports and readings. They illustrate every phase 
of the organization, funding, financial management and 
reorganization of corporations. 


“Most of the corporations are well known, and the documents 
have an additional interest for that reason. It is live matter. Besides 
these documents, the book presents a large amount of other material. 

“Until Professor Gerstenberg’s book arrived, there was no readily 
available means for the general student to get at the original docu- 
ments in the field it covers. Even an extended research in the 
libraries would fail to find most of them. Some could be had if one 
knew just where to look for them. But even if the student knew just 
where to go and was willing to undertake the very considerable 
amount of trouble involved, he would hesitate to ask the favor. If 
any large number of students should apply at the trust companies, 
banking houses, and other places where such information must be 
sought, the favor would very quickly have to be refused at these 
places. It is interesting, therefore, to know that this book presents 
the results of seven years of collecting such information.’”—From a 
book review by Professor W. H. Lyon, of Columbia University, appearing 
in the ‘‘Modern Business Quarterly.” 


our 


[his book should be in the library of every banker, every college, 
and every student interested in corporation finance.’’—Moody’s 
Magazine. 

xxi+1,023 pages, size 6x9, buckram, Price $4.00. 


Circular giving complete table of contents on request. 


PUBLISHED BY 
PRENTICE-HALL, Inc., 70 Firta AvENUE, NEW YORK 
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READ THIS: 


“T certainly wish I had known that your company jobbed books 
so that we could have sent our entire order to you and let you fill it, 
as it was no easy task to send out some twenty letters to different pub- 
lishers and then check the returns, especially when one letter to your 
company would have served the same end with less exertion.” 

From an Advertising Club Librarian 


Do YOU Know that we are wholesale dealers in the 
books of a/l publishers, and that we can supply you 
with all the books you require, at favorable discounts, 
and with a minimum of effort on your part ? Address 


our Library Department for further information. 


THE BAKER & TAYLOR CO. 
Wholesale Dealers in the Books of All Publishers 
354 Fourth AVENUE NEW YORK AT 26TH STREET 











BOSTON’S SPECIAL LIBRARIES 


BY 
RALPH L. POWER 


The College of Business Administration of Boston University 


Librarian of the College and Curator of the Museum 
Editor of Special Libraries and Alpha Kappa Psi Diary 





A series of over fifty articles descriptive of the special or business 
libraries in Boston—twenty-two of which appeared originally in the 
Boston University News. 

The material of this publication is not entirely of local interest. 
Many suggestions and ideas will be found in its pages. A complete index 
and a comprehensive bibliography of library economy especially for busi- 
ness librarians will add greatly to the usefulness of the volume. 

Bound in cloth and containing about 150 pages, this book will be 
ready the first of October. Price $1.00. Order now. 


PUBLISHED BY 


PRENTICE-HALL, Inc., 70 Firta AVENUE, NEW YORK 
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